Programme of the

8th INTERNATIONAL GRAND WALTZ FESTIVAL

10 July 2009

The State Hermitage, the Armorial Hall

Gala Opening of the Grand Waltz Festival

Strauss and Russian Waltz
State Hermitage Orchestra 

Artistic director and head conductor – Saulus Sondetskis

Conductor – the Honoured Artist of Russia Vladimir Ziva

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme: 

Johann Strauss (Son) (1825-1899)

Voices of Spring
Mikhail Glinka (1804-1857)

Fantasy Waltz
Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
Waltz from the Swan Lake ballet

Alexander Glazunov (1865-1936)

Concert Waltz d-dur

Sergey Prokofiev (1891-1953)

Two Pushkin Waltzes

Georgy Sviridov (1915-1998)

Waltz from the music illustrations to Pushkin’s story Snow Storm
Valery Gavrilin (1939-1999)

Waltz from suite to Anuta ballet

Aram Hachaturian (1903-1978)

Waltz from the music to Lermontov’s drama Masquerade
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VLADIMIR ZIVA was born in 1957. He graduated from Leningrad (chorus conducting class of Professor E. Kudryavtseva) and Moscow (opera and symphonic conducting class of Professor D. Kitaenko) conservatoires. He was an assistant conductor of the orchestra of Moscow Philharmonic (1984-1987). He was the head of the Orchestra of Philharmonic of Nizhny Novgorod (1988 – 2000); simultaneously in 1990 – 1992 he was the head conductor of the Mussorgsky State Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre. From 1997 he was the main conductor of the Moscow Symphonic Orchestra, from 2002 he was the artistic director of the Krasnodar Music Theatre. He organized several opera performances at the December Evenings festival (by invitation of Svyatoslav Richter) as well as in Nizhny Novgorod Opera and Ballet Theatre. In cooperation with B. Pokrovsky he staged A. Kholminov’s opera Brothers Karamazov at the Moscow Chamber Music Theatre and Life with an Idiot by Alfred Shnitke (in 1993 they staged it in Vienna and Turin). He gave concerts in Russia and abroad: Austria, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, France, Portugal, the USA, Japan. He preformed with the leading orchestras, outstanding national and foreign musicians: Yuri Bashmet, Dmitry Bashkirov, Eliso Virsaladze, Natalia Gutman, Grigory Sokolov, Viktor Tretyakov, Gidon Kremer, Mstislav Rastropovich, Mischa Maisky and many others. He actively records on the radio, television and CD. He is the laureate of the State Prize of the Russian Federation (1995) and picked up other honourable awards. 

STATE HERMITAGE ORCHESTRA was created in 1989 by the famous conductor, People’s Artist of the USSR, the laureate of the State Prizes Professor Saulus Sondetskis. In 1994 the group was given the status of the State Hermitage Orchestra. During these years it gave more than 1200 concerts, recorded more than 30 CDs, performed at the best Russian and foreign concert halls together with the outstanding conductors and musicians. The orchestra successfully tours all around the world. During the recent years the orchestra performed on tours in France, Switzerland, Cypress, Poland, Austria, Sweden, Japan, Spain and other countries. It takes active participation in the music programmes and festivals of the State Hermitage; repeatedly it performed in the Grand and in the Small Halls of St Petersburg Academic Philharmonic named after D.D. Shostakovich.
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11 July 2009

The State Hermitage, the Armorial Hall

Klassika State Symphonic Orchestra 

Conductor – the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation Alexander Kantorov

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

German Dance
Edward Grieg (1843-1907)

Norwegian Dance
Antonin Dvorjak (1841-1904)

Slavonic Dances
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Hungarian Dances
Ludwig Minkus (1826-1917)

Hindu Dance from the Bayadere ballet

Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

Arabian Dance from the Nutcracker ballet

Spanish Dance from the Swan Lake ballet

Johann Strauss (Son) (1825-1899)

Galop Hail to Hungary
Polka Pizzicato
Waltz Tales from the Vienna Woods
KLASSIKA ST.PETERSBURG STATE SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA, created by Alexander Kantorov in 1988 as a chamber orchestra within three years reached the symphonic scale. At present there are over 70 musicians in it who are mostly the graduates of St. Petersburg conservatoire. The group performed in the cities of Russia, in Germany, Japan, Canada, the USA; it was awarded with the Certificate of Honour of the Senate of State Maine For Strengthening Friendship and Mutual Understanding between the Nations through Music. In 1995 Placido Domingo performed together with the Klassika in Finland. The orchestra recorded several records and CDs with the music by Mozart, Handel and Tchaikovsky.
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Alexander KANTOROV was born in Leningrad in 1947. He graduated from the Leningrad State Conservatoire as a violinist under Professor M. Vaiman and as an opera and symphony conductor under I. Mussin. For many years he was working in the Academic Symphonic Orchestra of Leningrad Philharmonic. He started his creative activity as a conductor in Sverdlovsk where he gave more than 300 concerts with the Ural Symphonic Orchestra. After his return to Leningrad he founded Klassika orchestra. The group regularly performs at the Grand and the Small Philharmonic Halls in St Petersburg, actively carries out educational activities. Annually on the initiative of A. Kantorov a set of lectures-concerts is given to the general public in the Column Hall of the Pedagogical University named after A.I.Herzen. The programmes of these lectures-concerts consist of the best pieces of Russian and foreign classics. He is the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation.

12 July 2009
The State Hermitage, the Armorial Hall

State Academic Russian Folk Orchestra named after V.V. Andreev 

Artistic director and conductor – People’s Artist Dmitry Khokhlov

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Vasily Andreev (1861-1918)

Waltz Faun
Waltz Streamlet
Butterfly Waltz

Waltz Memory of Gatchina
S. Bynes 

Waltz Destiny
Mikhail Glinka (1804-1857)

Waltz from A Life for the Tsar opera

Fantasy Waltz 

Archibald Joyce (1873-1963)
Waltz Autumn Dream
Juventino Rosas 

Waltz Over the Waves 

Georgy Sviridov (1915-1998)

Waltz from the film Snow Storm
Dmitry Shostakovich (1906-1975)

Waltz from the film The First Echelon
Waltz from the film Golden Mountains
Andrey Petrov (1930-2006)

Waltz from the film Put in a Word for the Poor Hussar
Waltz from the film Watch out for the Car
Valery Gavrilin (1939-1999)

Batushkovsky Waltz
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DMITRY KHOKHLOV, a talented symphonic conductor, cautiously preserved and continued the traditions established by V.V. Andreev, developed his ideas and completed the formation of the group about which Andreev was dreaming. Today under the guidance of Khokhlov the orchestra is able to perform the programme of any level of difficulty: from popular folk melodies to the pieces of the world classics. Innovative introduction of the brass group to the composition of the orchestra by Khokhlov enriched the repertoire and the sounding of the orchestra, allowed to present the world music masterpieces in the original sound of the folk instruments to the public. Dmitry Khokhlov restored the orchestra on the best stages of Petersburg – the Grand Philharmonic Hall and the Mariinsky Theatre.

State Academic Russian Folk Orchestra named after V.V. Andreev (former Imperial Great Russian Orchestra) has over a hundred year history. In 2008 the orchestra celebrated its 120th anniversary.

The orchestra, created by the outstanding musician-enlightener Vasily Andreev in 1888, won world recognition during the first years of its existence. The concert tours of Andreev’s orchestra through towns of Europe and America turned to be the truly triumphant procession. Everywhere it went sprang up balalaika study groups, orchestras and ensembles most of which still exist. “People should get accessible music, national music, and balalaika, domra and gusli are such national historical instruments,” wrote V.V. Andreev. The main idea of Andreev was ‘to combine tailcoat and balalaika’, to create an orchestra that is established on the symphonic principle but is based on the folk Russian instruments.

13 July 2009

The State Hermitage, the Hermitage Theatre

A piano evening

Soloist – the Honoured Artist Vladimir Mischuk

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)

Polonaise C-sharp minor

Two nocturnes, opus 9

Polonaise E-flat minor

Two nocturnes, opus 48

Grand Brillian Waltz E-flat major, opus 18

Ferents Liszt (1811-1886)

Rhapsody #2

The Fountains of the Villa d’Este
Petrarka’s Sonnet 123

Forgotten Waltz

Mephisto Waltz
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VLADIMIR MISCHUK – the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation, the laureate of the 9th International Tchaikovsky’s Competition (1990) and other prestigious music competitions. Being a student of V. Kunde, professors T. Kravchenko and D. Bashkirov, he improved his skills with such leading figures as Karl Schnabel, Rosalyn Tureck, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Leon Fleisher, Fou Ts’ong. He carries out active concert activity, annually he gives over 100 concerts in Russia, Europe, Asia and America.

14 July 2009

The Peterhof State Museum-Reserve 

The Grand Palace, the While Hall

Soloists of St  Petersburg Chamber Orchestra

Artistic director – the People’s Artist of the Russian Federation Mikhail Gantvarg

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

Waltz from the Serenade for Strings

Johann Bach (1685-1750)

Suite #2 for flute and strings

Edward Grieg (1843-1907)

Suite from Holberg’s time

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)

Waltz from the Variations on a Theme of Frank Bridge

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

Sad Waltz

Pyotr Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 

Waltz-Schertzo

Dmitry Shostakovich (1906-1975)

Waltz

Johann Strauss
Waltzes and polkas

Bela Bartok (1881-1945)

Six Romanian Dances
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SOLOISTS OF ST PETERSBURG CHAMBER ORCHESTRA has 16 strings and cembalo in its composition, it was founded in 1987 as a creative community of the talented musicians, young in age but nevertheless by that time having significant experience and success in the field of solo and ensemble performance as well as in the field of activities of the leading Petersburg symphonic and chamber orchestras. In their zeal to joint music playing the artists were united by the personal human sympathies, community creative interests and naturally by the personality of their leader.
MIKHAIL GANTVARG— at present he is the leading Petersburg violinist, for the last decades he is the most noticeable and the most peculiar figure in the music life of St Petersburg. His creative development was in many ways characteristic for the modern artist: in his youth he became one of the winners of the international competition named after Paganini in Genoa, later he started his intensive solo concert practice that was combined with the many years work as the leader of the philharmonic symphonic orchestra (under the artistic direction of Yury Temirakanov). This was amplified with the educational work at Petersburg Conservatoire. In 2004 Mikhail Gantvarg was awarded the People’s Artist of the Russian Federation title.

By the time of the creation of the Soloists of St Petersburg ensemble Mikhail Gantvarg became a famous and fully formed musician with his own principle creative world outlook and performance manner. At present being one of the last successors and ‘heirs’ of the legendary Petersburg violin school that dates back to the second half of the previous century and that gave the world the whole constellation of brilliant names, he is aspiring to preserve its best traditions but at the same time being in the state of constant creative search he frequently comes to rather bold and unusual, and at times paradoxical performance decisions. His noble and in whole classical manner of performance naturally combines with the big part of freedom and improvisation with the total absence of dogmatism and conventionalism of thinking and with the constant sense of co-creation with the author performed.

Such qualities as utmost concentration of music time, acute sense of rhythmical changeability, high level of freedom, tonally rich and diverse sound palette are some sort of a ‘trademark’ of the ensemble. These distinctive features call forth the peculiarity of the group, invariably attract attention of the listeners and provide constant live contact with the audience.

Continually performing in the leading concert halls of the home city the Soloists of St Petersburg ensemble performed on tours in Moscow, in the most various cities of Russia, in most regions of the post-Soviet space. The ensemble went on numerous tours through the USA, Germany, France, Spain, Sweden, Finland, former Republic of Yugoslavia, Mexico, performed in Italy, Hungary, Luxemburg, Israel, Cypress, Czech Republic, quite often participated in the prestigious international festivals.

15 July 2009

The Peterhof State Museum-Reserve 

The Grand Palace, the While Hall

 Love Song Evening
Soloists – People’s Artist Sergey Roldugin

People’s Artist of the Russian Federation – Elena Mirtova

Laureate of the international competitions – Alexey Orlovetsky

The concert begins at 7.00 pm
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SERGEY ROLDUGIN was born in 1951. He began playing the piano at the age of five and the cello at the age of eight. He graduated from the music school in Riga (1970), and Leningrad Conservatoire (1975) in the class of Professor A. Nikitin where he also did his assistant practice.
Being a student he was accepted to the honoured group of Russia Academic Symphonic Philharmonic Orchestra. From 1984 till 2003 he was working as the principal soloist-leader in the Cello Orchestra of the Mariinsky Theatre. He is the laureate of the Prague Spring International Cello Competition (III Prize, 1980). He gave the concerts in the cities of Russia, Germany, Switzerland, Finland, Italy, France, Great Britain, Norway, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Japan with such conductors as A. Yanssons, M. Yanssons, S. Sondetskis, J. Domarkas, A. Lazarev, V. Gergiev, M. Brabbins, A. Paris, R. Melia, R. Martynov, G. Rinkjavichus. He made a lot of records, participated in the international festivals. He is a professor, used to be a rector of St. Petersburg Conservatoire. He is giving master classes in Finland, Germany and Russia. He took part in the jury of the national and international competitions. He is the People’s Artist of the Russian Federation.
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ELENA MIRTOVA graduated from Leningrad Conservatory in 1988. During her studies she made her professional debut at the Philharmonic Hall in Prague. She also sang the title role of Marpha’s in Rimsky-Korsakov’s “The Tsar’s Bride” in Moscow and Leningrad. She is the laureate of the Glinka all-Russian Singers Competition (1984), of the International Dvorak Singers Competition (I prize, Dvorak prize for the best vocal interpretation of his music, 1987, Karlovy Vary), of the Verdi International Singers Competition (1991, Parma). In 1989 together with the Lithuanian Chamber orchestra she participated in the performance of Symphony #14 by Shostakovich at the Berlin Philharmonic (Concert in Memory of Herbert von Karajan). From 1989 she is the soloist of the Mariinsky Theatre. Together with the orchestra under the conduct of Valeri Gergiev she went on a world concert tour. She performs on the stages of opera theatres in Germany, the USA, Slovakia, Finland, Japan, Argentina, Great Britain, France. In her repertoire there are the leading soprano parts in the operas by Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Rakhmaninov, Mozart, Verdi, Puccini, Gounod; solo parts in the cantata-oratory pieces by Mozart, Verdi, Beethoven, Boccherini.
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ALEXEY ORLOVETSKY graduated from Leningrad Conservatoire and completed his assistant practice in the piano class of Professor G.L. Sokolov. He also took courses in composing (class of Professor Yu.A. Falik) and opera and symphonic conduct (class of Professor I.A. Musin). He is the laureate of the international competitions: Liszt Competition in Utrecht (II prize) and J. Iturbi Competition in Valencia (I prize). He is actively giving concerts in Russia and abroad. On a regular basis he gives solo concerts in St Petersburg, performs together with symphonic orchestras, and gives great attention to chamber music. 

16 July 2009

The Pavlovsk State Museum-Reserve

 The Rose Pavilion

Favourite Waltzes
Piano Evening

Soloist – Laureate of the International Competitions Peter Laul

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Carl Maria von Weber, Franz Schubert, Frederic Chopin, Ferenc Liszt, Johannes Brahms,  Johann Strauss, Claude Debussy, Maurice Ravel, Pyotr Tchaikovsky, Alexander Skryabin
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 PETER LAUL was born in 1977 in Leningrad in a family with a strong musical background.
Very early he started to show his musical gift. In 1995 he graduated from the Special Music Lyceum, in 2000 he graduated from St Petersburg Conservatoire in the class of Professor A. Sandler and continued his assistant practice under his supervision at St Petersburg Conservatoire (since 2000). In 1994 he became the laureate of the International Music Festival Virtuisy 2000 (St Petersburg). In 1995 he became the laureate of the International Piano Competition in Bremen (third prize and special prize-winner for the best performance of Bach's composition; first prize for the best performance of Schubert’s sonata, 1997). In 1996 he was awarded the Wagner Society Scholarship (Bayreuth, Germany). In 2000 he got the first prize at the Second Scriabin International Competition in Moscow. He regularly performs (solo and with symphonic groups, including both orchestras of St Petersburg Philharmonic orchestras, the Orchestra of the Mariinsky Theatre) in the major concert halls of St Petersburg and Moscow as well as in other Russian cities.  He tours in Germany, France, Belgium, Spain, Latvia, Estonia, Macedonia, the USA. He took part in the International Music Festivals The Arts Square (2001) and The Stars of White Nights (1997). In 1999 he performed in the Auditorium du Louvre (Paris). In 2000 he successfully toured through the USA and performed in Steinway-Hall (New York).

17 July 2009
The Peterhof State Museum-Reserve 

The Grand Palace, the While Hall

Vienna Bonbons

The State Hermitage Orchestra

Conductor and soloist – Peter Guth (Austria)

Soloist of Vienna State Opera – Herwig Pecoraro, tenor (Austria), Marcela Cerno, soprano (Austria)

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Johann Strauss, Franz Lehar, Jacques Offenbach, Imre Kalman
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Herwig Pecoraro studied in Feldkirche, in Mantua, and Madena. He participated in master classes with Elisabeth Schwarzkopf. He performed at the festivals in Salzburg and Bregenz as well as in the opera theatres in Bern, Hamburg, Munich, Paris, New-York and San-Francisco. Since 1991 he has been the soloist of the Vienna State Opera. He performs the leading parts in the operas Tristan and Isolde, Evgeny Onegin, The Bat, Abduction from the Seraglio, Pagliacci,  Meistersingers of Nuremberg, Falstaff and many more. In 2004 he was awarded the honourary ‘Kammersänger’ title that is awarded to the artists for their outstanding merits.
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Marcela Cerno inherited her musical talent from her father who was an opera singer and was awarded the honorary title of ‘Kammersänger’. She graduated from the Prague School of Music (Professors Berman and Paříková) and pursued further musical studies in Vienna with Kammersängerin Renate Holm. In Vienna Marcela  Cerno was a part of the troupe of Raymond Theatre. She began her independent career from 1990. There are many facets to Marcela’s career. She performed the great parts of operettas which required a great voice such as the part of Blondchen (Abduction from the Seraglio), Oscar (A Masked Ball), Marie (Tsar and Carpenter), Gretel (Hansel and Gretel), Olympia (The Tales of Hofmann), Najade (Ariadne on Naxos), and many more.
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PETER GUTH graduated Vienna Academy of Music (class of violin), and then three years was studying with David Oistrakh at the Moscow Conservatory. The first success came to the musician in 1961 when he won the First prize in the Munich ARD Competition playing violin with the Vienna Trio. At present time P. Guth is a well-known Austrian violinist and conductor touring in many countries of the world and performing with famous symphony orchestras including the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra London, the NHK Symphony Orchestra Tokyo, the San Francisco Symphony, academic orchestra of St Petersburg academic Philharmonic named after D.D. Shostakovich, the Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich. In 1978 Peter Guth has founded in Vienna Johann Strauss Festival Orchestra. His work with this company has put the conductor in the rank of prominent specialists of contemporary interpretation of music of ‘the king of waltz’. On his concerts he performs not only as a conductor, but also as solo violinist. Authentic interpretation of classic Viennese music has brought the orchestra world fame. Since 1992 he was the music director of Vienna Operetta Festival in Japan, since 1995 he conducted Johann Strauss operetta productions at Madrid TV. He is constantly invited to conduct operas and operetta productions at international opera houses of the world. From his pen came few books devoted to contemporary violin performing and he has made considerable number of CD-recordings most of which are marked by prestigious international prizes. The master passes on his experience accumulated through the many years of his creative work to the young generation of musicians carrying out extensive educational work. From September 2007 Peter Guth is the Chief invited conductor of St Petersburg State Theatre of Musical Comedy.

18 July 2009
Tsarskoe Selo State Park-Museum

The Catherine Palace, the Grand Hall

My life is love and joy
The Grand Hall of the Catherine Palace 

The State Hermitage Orchestra

Conductor and soloist – Peter Guth (Austria)

Soloists of Vienna State Opera – Herwig Pecoraro, tenor (Austria), 
Marcela Cerno, soprano (Austria)

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:
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Herwig Pecoraro studied in Feldkirche, in Mantua, and Madena. He participated in master classes with Elisabeth Schwarzkoft. He performed at the festivals in Salzburg and Bregenz as well as in the opera theatres in Bern, Hamburg, Munich, Paris, New-York and San-Francisco. Since 1991 he has been the soloist of the Vienna State Opera. He performs the leading parts in the operas Tristan and Isolde, Evgeny Onegin, The Bat, Abduction from the Seraglio, Pagliacci, Meistersingers of Nuremberg, Falstaff and many more. In 2004 he was awarded the honourary ‘Kammersänger’ title that is awarded to the artists for their outstanding merits.
Marcela Cerno inherited her musical talent from her father who was an opera singer and was awarded the honorary title of ‘Kammersänger’. She graduated from the Prague School of Music (Professors Berman and Paříková) and pursued further musical studies in Vienna with Kammersängerin Renate Holm. In Vienna Marcela Cerno was a part of the troupe of Raymond Theatre. She began her independent career from 1990. There are many facets to Marcela’s career. She performed the great parts of operettas which required a great voice such as the part of Blondchen (Abduction from the Seraglio), Oscar (A Masked Ball), Marie (Tsar and Carpenter), Gretel (Hansel and Gretel), Olympia (The Tales of Hofmann), Najade (Ariadne on Naxos), and many more.

19 July 2009
The State Hermitage, the Armorial Hall of the Winter Palace

Johann Strauss – favourite opuses
The Admiralty Orchestra of the Leningrad Naval Base 

Conductors – the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation Alexey Karabanov and Valentin Lyaschenko

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

Johann Strauss - Son (1825-1899)

Overture to The Bat operetta

Waltz The Voices of Spring
Indigo march

Scherzo Perpetual Motion
Polka Tritsch- Tratsch
Waltz The Imperial Waltz
Russian march The Horse Guards
Fast Polka Hunting
Galop Bandits
Fast Polka Journey Train
Polka In Pavlovsk Forest
Polka Thunder and Lightening
Waltz  Blue Danube

Johann Strauss - Father (1804-1849)

Radetzky March

SENIOR LIEUTENANT VALENTIN LYASCHENKO – was born July 19, 1982 in the town of Kursk in the family of musicians. Creative atmosphere at home encouraged him to take classes at the music school while successful graduation from it predetermined the further life of the beginner musician. In 1997 Valentin Lyaschenko entered Moscow Military School for Music in the class of B. Karpov (clarinet). Along with the major he studied instrumentation and conducting with passion. After graduating with honours from the school Valentin Lyaschenko was accepted to the first year course of the Moscow Military Conservatoire without any entrance examinations. The studies at the conservatoire are connected with the names of such teachers as Professor B. Dikov (clarinet), Associate Professor T. Dobrovolskaya (piano), Professor L. Dunaev, Associate Professor A. Gilyov (instrumentation). At the same time the favourite subject was conducting in the class of the associate professor, the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation Vladimir Ivanov. During his cadet years Valentin Lyaschenko was conducting course and training orchestras of the conservatoire in the concert halls of Moscow and at the time of the foreign concert tours. As a result he was awarded with the personal prize from the Vladimir Potanin Foundation for his academic progress. After the fourth year of studies at the conservatoire student Lyaschenko spent the obligatory study course in capacity of military conductor of the St Petersburg Admiralty orchestra under the guidance of the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation, captain of the first naval rank Alexey Karabanov. During the study course he accumulated invaluable theoretical knowledge and practical skills that helped him to graduate with dignity and honours from the conservatoire. His graduation examination took place in the Grand Hall of Moscow State Conservatoire with the Central Orchestra of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation and the state examination board made special mention of him. The ceremony of the promotion to the first officer title ‘lieutenant’ and the appointment to the post of the military conductor of St Petersburg Higher Military Engineering College of Radioelectronics of the Air Force AA Defence took place at Cathedral Square in the Kremlin June 10, 2006. Since September 2008 senior lieutenant Valentin Lyaschenko is a senior conductor of the Leningrad Naval Base, an artistic director and conductor of the Admiralty orchestra. 

THE ADMIRALTY ORCHESTRA OF THE LENINGRAD NAVAL BASE. The history of the Admiralty Navy Band goes back to the time of Peter the Great. In 1704 after the General Admiralty building was laid the music was heard in the Northern capital. From the moment the orchestra was founded it became the sights of St Petersburg providing ‘time services’ in the Admiralty tower, the concert that ended with a noon volley of a signal cannon. The orchestra received its official status The Chorus of the Admiralty Battalion (this is how the orchestra used to be called) in February 1711 by the order of Emperor Peter the Great. This order establishing military choruses in the Russian Navy and Army turned out to be a cornerstone in the further development of military wind music. In 1798 Emperor Pavel I founded a Naval College of Ship Architecture in the Admiralty (at present it is the Naval College named after Dzerjinski) which is closely connected with the history of the orchestra. In 1998 as a result of the reform of the Navy the Admiralty orchestra changed to the jurisdiction of the Commander of the Leningrad Naval Base. The orchestra performs at the best concert stages of the city carefully preserving music traditions of the Russian Navy. At present the Admiralty orchestra is a highly professional creative group of military musicians. Its repertoire includes applied military as well as old, classical and modern music. Since 1991 the Admiralty orchestra tours through Europe on regular basis: France, Germany, Great Britain, Sweden, Spain, Italy, and Holland. Since 1985 the orchestra has been led by Alexey Karabanov.

20 July 2009

The State Hermitage, the Armorial Hall of the Winter Palace

Gala closing of the festival

The State Hermitage Orchestra

Conductor – the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation Alexay Karabanov

The concert begins at 7.00 pm

On the programme:

ALEXEY KARABANOV graduated with honours from the Rimsky-Korsakov Musical College (1980), later he entered the Faculty of Military Conductors of Moscow Conservatoire from where he also graduated with honours (1985). After the completion of his music education he was commissioned an Officer in the Navy and appointed to work as military conductor at the Higher Naval Engineering College named after Dzerjinsky (Admiralty Orchestra). He is the Honoured Artist of the Russian Federation (1996), captain of the second naval rank (1997), the senior military conductor of Leningrad naval base.

STATE HERMITAGE ORCHESTRA was created in 1989 by the famous conductor, People’s Artist of the USSR, the laureate of the State Prizes Professor Saulus Sondetskis. In 1994 the group was given the status of the State Hermitage Orchestra. During these years it gave more than 1200 concerts, recorded more than 30 CDs, performed at the best Russian and foreign concert halls together with the outstanding conductors and musicians. The orchestra successfully tours all around the world. During the recent years the orchestra performed on tours in France, Switzerland, Cypress, Poland, Austria, Sweden, Japan, Spain and other countries. It takes active participation in the music programmes and festivals of the State Hermitage; repeatedly it performed in the Grand and in the Small Halls of St Petersburg Academic Philharmonic named after D.D. Shostakovich.

Additional information by telephones: + 7 - 921-913-65-65 and 970 22 40

Tickets are sold in the box-offices of the city
