The Youth Educational Centre of the State Hermitage Museum
PROJECTS AND WORKSHOPS
Within the frameworks of the Actual Art programme 
Educational season 2008-2009, spring term 
February 19 – March 8. Recycling
Objects, installations
The project was organized in cooperation with the St. Petersburg branch of the State Centre of Modern Art. 
The works of famous St. Petersburg artists of the middle generation are presented in the halls of the Youth Centre. The participants of the exhibition perform aesthetic "recycling" - they create a new visuality on the basis of images inherited from the Soviet epoch. Authors whose approach essentially differs from the irony of soc-art or postmodernist substitution of senses were chosen for the exhibition. The generation which was born (and received art education) in the USSR has come to reconsideration of its cultural heritage as a natural if not the only possible basis for a new Russian art. The topic of the exhibition is not nostalgy but realization of our historical heritage. 
February 22, 2 p.m. – Artist Yu. Shtapakov’s workshop
February 18, 2009, 5 p.m. – the opening of the Recycling project
April 8 – 26. Aron Zinstein. Life As It Is
Painting, graphics, sculpture
Aron Zinstein is a participant of numerous exhibitions in Russia and abroad and an acknowledged master of St. Petersburg school. He works with following techniques: painting, engraving, dry-point, lithography, sculpture, installation.  
Large multi-figure genre compositions and landscapes, portraits and still-lifes painted on canvases with oil are done in a free wide manner with almost child-like ease and expressivity. Behind this sketchy manner there are high artistic skills, delicate feeling of color and knowledge of the laws of art. Zinstein’s Petersburg landscapes are full of dynamics and complex silvery hues of truly Petersburg light. In his artistic interpretation the festive Petersburg is deprived of its majestic strictness and sobriety, it is full of expression and piercing dynamic rhythms but it still remains Russian recognizable dazzling northern capital.  
April 8, 5 p.m. – presentation of the project.

A. Zinstein’s workshops:

April 18, 4 p.m. – Painting and Graphics: Depictive Possibilities (theoretical class).

April 19, 2 p.m. – Possibilities of Printed Graphics. Monotopy (practical class).

ATTENTION! The programme is subjected to change!

